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Mission

The International Council for 
Science (ICSU) endeavours to 
strengthen international science 
for the benefit of society through 
mobilising knowledge and 
resources of the international 
science community. To this end, 
ICSU seeks to: identify and address 
major issues of importance to 
science and society; facilitate 
interaction amongst scientists 
across all disciplines and from all 
countries; promote the participation 
of all scientists in the international 
scientific endeavour; and provide 
independent, authoritative advice 
to stimulate constructive dialogue 
between the scientific community 
and governments, civil society, and 
the private sector.

Vision and focal areas

ICSU’s long-term strategic vision is 
for a world where science is used 
for the benefit of all, excellence 
in science is valued and scientific 
knowledge is effectively linked to 
policy making and implementation. 
To achieve this, ICSU identified 
key priorities and associated 
activities that focus on three 
areas: International Research 
Collaboration; Science for Policy; 
and Universality of Science.

ICSU Regional Office for Africa

 The ICSU Regional Office for Africa 
(ICSU ROA) is mandated to fulfil 
ICSU’s mission on the continent 
through promoting, facilitating and 
coordinating activities of the ICSU 
Family in the region. The Regional 
Office endeavours to promote the 
development and strengthening of 
science in the context of regional 
priorities, and to bring the scientific 
activities and programmes of the 
ICSU Family closer to the African 
scientists through intergrated multi-
disciplinary and trans-boundary 
collaborative research.

ICSU’S MISSION, VISION AND FOCAL AREAS
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The 2015/16 financial year was the 10th year of operation 
of the ICSU Regional Office for Africa (ICSU ROA) since its 
inauguration in September 2005. This financial year witnessed 
the extension, by another five years, of the period the Office 
is being hosted by the South African government. The ICSU 
Family in Africa is very grateful for this generosity. This year 
also witnessed the change in the hosting of ICSU ROA from 
the National Research Foundation (NRF) to the Academy of 
Science of South Africa (ASSAf). 

Following up on the achievements of the previous years, 
which have been marked by the establishment of research 
consortia to develop research projects from ICSU ROA 
Science Plans, the Office continued to bring together 
scientists in the region through a number of activities. To 
ensure that the activities derived from the Science Plans 
reflect current/emerging global and regional trends in each 
thematic area, it became necessary to review and update the 
Science Plans. The review also sought to align the Science 
Plans with ICSU global programmes. During the 2015/16 
financial year, the Office triggered and coordinated the 
Science Plans review process which was carried out in two 
phases: an electronic consultation and a physical workshop. 
The process yielded drafts that went through a number 
of revisions before they were submitted to the Office for 
publication. The publication of the revised Science Plans is 
scheduled for the next financial year (2016/17). 

Some of the ICSU ROA’s activities involved coordinating 
the publication of books (in collaboration with partners) 
in a number of fields related to the Science Plans. These 
books are at different stages of development. Through this 
and other activities, the Office continued to expand on its 
scientific networks and strengthen its engagements with 

MESSAGE FROM THE  
CHAIR OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR AFRICA
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key stakeholders and partners on the continent. It is also 
important to note that during this financial year, the South 
African government, through its Department of Science and 
Technology (DST), played a prominent role in profiling ICSU 
ROA at regional and continental intergovernmental fora. 

The ICSU Regional Committee for Africa (ICSU RCA) 
commends the ICSU ROA for promoting the development 
of science and technology for Africa’s socio-economic 
development through these and other initiatives. ICSU RCA 
also appreciates the involvement of the Office in several other 
scientific initiatives with African and international partners on 
various projects and programmes, particularly in promoting 
the activities of the ICSU Family in Africa. The ICSU RCA 
further recognises and encourages the Regional Office’s 
continuous engagement of African governmental bodies and 
policy institutions. 

In the midst of these achievements, the Committee is aware 
of a few challenges the Office is experiencing as a result 
of the transition and calls for a speedy resolution of these 
to enable the Office continue to function according to its 
mandate. Despite these challenges, however, the ICSU RCA 
appreciates and commends the continued commitment of the 
Government of South Africa through the DST, the NRF and 
ASSAf in supporting and sustaining the operations of ICSU 
ROA. As a Regional Committee, we pledge our commitment 
to harness and leverage additional support from other African 
governments as well as from partners within and outside 
Africa, for the implementation of ICSU ROA is activities in the 
years ahead. 

Professor Babatunde Samuel Agbola 
Chair, ICSU Regional Committee for Africa
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The financial year 2015/16 has proven to be a test-year for 
ICSU ROA. First of all, it kick-started the final five-year hosting 
period by South Africa (2015 - 2020), after which the Office 
is expected to move to another African country. Secondly, 
the year started with a change in executive directorship of 
ICSU at global level, the position being held by an African 
for the first time and a social scientist, from South Africa.  
Thirdly, following the reviews of ICSU and all its three 
Regional Offices, there has been a rethinking of its regional 
strategy, and some changes in this regard have emerged 
even before the new ICSU Strategic Plan (2018 - 2023) could 
be developed. Fourthly, ICSU ROA was transferred from the 
NRF to the ASSAf, with year-long challenges which are yet 
to be resolved as the financial year ends.  In short, the year 
has been a roller-coaster of trials and errors in terms of the 
Office’s attempts to focus on delivering on its mandate in a 
new environment. Relationships with some ICSU members 
are in need of mending due to the Office being forced to drop 
the ball after expectations had been raised. 

On a more positive note, the relationships with African 
scientists and other African key players in science and 
technology have continued to get stronger. Engagements 
on updating existing members’ dues and recruiting new 
members have not been easy, with members wanting to 
know what benefits they get from being members, but this 
is work in progress, with successes in pockets. The review 
of Africa’s Science Plans, a process that started early in the 
financial year, went through development stages to a point 
where all Science Plans are ready to be edited for scientific 
logical flow, after which they will be edited for language and 
grammar by an English editor before being published. In this 
regard, we are particularly pleased with the consolidation of 

DIRECTOR’S OVERVIEW
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the different Science Plans and incorporation of new ideas/
concepts into the new revised documents. The Future Earth 
programme, a new global sustainability initiative driven by a 
global alliance, had to be taken into account to some extent 
in all Science Plans, but particularly the Global Environmental 
Change (GEC) one. 

The African Future Earth Committee (AFEC) was a positive 
step towards establishing a Future Earth Regional Centre 
in Africa, the only region that had none at the beginning of 
the year. The Committee, which was one of the outcomes 
of the 2nd African Future Earth Workshop, is representative 
of all African sub-regions, including North Africa, and the 
set-up process had to be overseen by the African Academy 
of Sciences (AAS). The Committee’s main objective is to 
drive the establishment of an African Future Earth Regional 
Centre through working closely with the global Future Earth 
Programme, by ensuring that the centre is designed to serve 
Africa’s best interest first and foremost. This will ensure that 
the programme on the continent is customised to address 
continental needs while positioning Africa as an important 
role player in the global sustainability space. The Committee 
had its first physical meeting in the first quarter of the year, 
which set in motion a structure and work programme that 
would bring it closer to developments at continental and 
global levels. 

The Regional Committee for Africa was re-established 
with the finalisation of the Committee from three sets of 
nominations received from 2013 to 2015. The balance is 
always a challenge in such committees because of the 
skewed diversity in the science and technology sector 
generally, but repeated calls have been made for the ICSU 

Executive Board to revisit it to ensure better representation 
across different criteria.  Assurances have been given that this 
will happen. The new Committee held its first meeting in the 
very last month of the financial year (March 2016). 

As the first of the last five years of South Africa’s hosting 
closes, we remain optimistic that the way forward will 
become clearer, though it is difficult to predict how that will 
happen without the necessary tools in place first of all.

Edith Madela-Mntla 
Director, ICSU Regional Office for Africa
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Implementation of ICSU ROA Science plans 

The implementation of the four Science Plans has been at 
the core of ICSU ROA’s activities during the 2015/16 financial 
year. During the first meeting of the African Science Plans 
Steering Committee (ASPSC) that was held in March 2014, 
it was recommended that each ICSU ROA Science Plan be 
reviewed and updated to reflect current/emerging trends 
in scientific research at global, regional and national levels. 
The review process of the four Science Plans was done 
in the 2015/16 financial year and the reviewed documents 
will be printed and distributed in the next financial year. 
The review process was mainly meant to align the revised 
Science Plans with the global science research agenda, the 
new thinking of promoting transdisciplinary collaborative 
research and the international initiatives. Special attention 
was focused on aligning the revised Science Plans with the 
Future Earth Initiative.  

While the members of the international research consortia 
played a prominent role in the review of the Science Plans, 
they continued to work on developing project proposals 
on each of the Science Plans and some of these will be 
submitted in response to calls for funding. 

Capacity Development

During the 2015/16 financial year, the Office continued 
to support capacity building initiatives of its partners on 
the continent. The Office continued to support and advise 
the African Network for Sustaining and Widening Earth-
systems Research (ANSWER) where it gave inputs to their 
participation at regional and international events. The Office 
has supported the SAYAS Conference organised by ASSAf. 

Publications and General Communication 

The Regional Office has continued to improve the visibility of 
ICSU in Africa as well as the works of the African scientific 
community in the region. This was done through presenting 
ICSU programmes and activities at major regional and 
international events. In collaboration with partners, the 
Office has doubled its efforts to publish books in each of 
the four thematic areas. These books, most of which will be 
published in collaboration with partners, will include themes 
on Hazards and Disasters in Africa, African Indigenous 
Medical Knowledge and Human Health, Food and Nutrition 
Security in Africa, Africa Climate Variability and Change, and 
Energy Technology and Utilisation in Africa. 

ICSU ROA continued to strive to reach out to the general 
public on the continent through posting information at 
its interactive website, the electronic mailing systems, 
exhibiting the Office’s materials at regional and international 
scientific events held in the region as well as through public 
lectures. 

Scientific Collaboration and Networking 

To support its activities and programmes in the 2015/16 
financial year, ICSU ROA continued to establish working 
relationships with new partners and strengthen the existing 
ones. The Office has also continued to work with and 
support programmes of the ICSU Family on the continent, 
especially in implementing Future Earth activities, where 
it was instrumental in coordinating the activities of the 
African Future Earth Committee, which held its first physical 
meeting in August 2015. ICSU ROA offered logistical and 
financial support to maximise the participation of African 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY



13ICSU Regional Office for Africa Annual Report 2015/16  

scientists in events organised by Scientific Unions on the 
continent. The Office also attended and presented ICSU ROA’s 
activities at the meetings organised by the ICSU Family in the 
region. 

Strategic Partnerships

During the 2015/16 financial year, ICSU ROA continued to 
strengthen its collaboration with the partners which it has a 
long-term agreement and shared resources with, in a bid to 
reach out to the scientific community within and outside the 
region. These strategic partners include the NRF, DST, the 
Network of African Science Academies (NASAC), ASSAf and 
the Swedish International Development Agency (Sida).

Partnerships with Inter-Governmental Bodies 

ICSU ROA maintained its interaction with national 
governmental institutions and intergovernmental bodies in 
Africa to ensure that policies and decisions on the continent 
are developed and implemented on a foundation of science-
based evidence. The Regional Office has been involved in 
activities organised by the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC), where the Office gave input to the SADC 
Climate Change Strategy as well as its Regional Indicative 
Strategic Development Plan 2015-2020. 

Challenges 

During the greater part of the 2015/16 financial year, the 
Regional Office operated without its strategic advisory body, 
the ICSU Regional Committee for Africa. The terms of all the 
statutory members of the previous RCA ended in December 
2013, and all except two were not renewed. The Committee 

was only reconstituted in October 2015 and held its first 
meeting in March 2016. 

The Office has also experienced some teething problems as a 
result of the transition of host from the NRF to ASSAf, which 
effectively took place 1st of May 2016. The transfer has not 
been as smooth as was expected and most of the time was 
spent trying to iron out operational issues and to acclimatise. 

At the operational level, the Office has continued to 
encounter challenges to solicit extra financial resources 
(from other African countries) for extra-budgetary activities 
and outreach programmes. Communication at various levels 
on the continent continued to be a perpetual challenge due 
to poor infrastructure. This often led to limited access to 
information to and from some of the stakeholders; an act that 
compromised the Office’s efforts to promote collaborative 
research activities across the continent.
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The International Council for Science Regional Office for 
Africa is mandated to promote the advancement of science, 
engineering, technology and innovation (SETI) for the socio-
economic development of Africa. Over the years ICSU ROA 
has engaged in several activities that sought to achieve this 
goal and has involved major stakeholders on the continent. 
Through collaborative ventures, the Office works to bring 
scientific activities of the ICSU family closer to individual 
scientists, academic and research institutions, national and 
regional professional bodies, policy and decision makers/
implementers as well as other stakeholders on the continent. 
ICSU ROA endeavours to build and strengthen linkages 
between African scientists with their counterparts in other 
parts of the world through strategic networking. The Regional 
Office continues to promote and facilitate the activities 
of several ICSU Scientific Unions and Affiliated Bodies in 
Africa by actively getting involved in the organisation of/
participation in such events. ICSU ROA has established new 
partnerships while maintaining and strengthening its existing 
partnerships with research networks, development agencies 
and intergovernmental bodies. At the same time, ICSU ROA 
endeavours to ensure that the voice of the African scientific 
community influences the international science agenda, and 
that scientists from the region are involved in international 
scientific research guided by regional priorities. 

To achieve its goal, ICSU ROA strives to plan and roll out 
scientific activities that aim at building and/or strengthening 
intra- and inter-regional collaborations as well as fostering 

south-south and north-south collaborations. Through these 
activities, ICSU ROA continues to harness the experience, 
knowledge, skills, and research infrastructure found within 
the community of the ICSU Family and its partners, both at 
the local and international levels. To strengthen the linkages, 
the Office has been working with partners and stakeholders 
in the region with the aim of developing strategic links 
and strengthening engagements between the scientific 
community in Africa and the policy/decision makers on the 
continent. In pursuing these objectives, ICSU ROA fulfils 
the three fundamental principles of ICSU as enshrined in its 
Strategic Plan II (2012-17)1, namely: (i) International Research 
Collaboration; (ii) Universality of Science; and (iii) Science for 
Policy.

INTRODUCTION

1 http://www.icsu.org/publications/reports-and-reviews/icsu-strategic-plan-2012-2017
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In a bid to align its scientific activities with those of the 
science community at global level and strengthen trans-
boundary research for the socio-economic development of 
Africa, the Office triggered a process to review its four Science 
Plans on: (i) Sustainable Energy2 ; (ii) Health and Human Well-
being3; (iii) Natural and Human-induced Hazards and Disasters4 
and (iv) Global Environmental Change (including Climate 
Change and Adaptation)5. The review process was guided by 
the need to align the documents with the ICSU Strategic Plan 
2012–2017, the post Rio+20 Agenda, the new developments 
in the global research agenda, the new thinking of promoting 
transdisciplinary collaborative research and new international 
programmes, especially the Future Earth initiative. 

The implementation of these four Science Plans remains 
the main role of the Regional Office and is done by research 
consortia led by the ASPSC. The ASPSC, which is scheduled to 

meet once a year would ensure that the projects developed 
under these Science Plans are multi-disciplinary, multi-
institutional and trans-boundary in nature, and that they are 
aligned to regional strategies such as the Science, Technology 
and Innovation Strategy for Africa 2024 (STISA 2024).

Apart from focusing on the implementation of its four 
Science Plans, the Office continues to put the works of 
African scientists in the global limelight and bring them to 
the international scientific community, policy makers as well 
as the public in general through the publication of a series of 
books, covering different scientific themes.

2 http://www.icsu.org/africa/publications/reports-and-reviews/icsu-roa-science-plan-on-sustainable-energy/roa-science-plan-on-sustainable-energy
3 http://www.icsu.org/africa/publications/reports-and-reviews/icsu-roa-science-plan-on-health-human-well-being/roa-science-plan-on-health
4 http://www.icsu.org/africa/publications/reports-and-reviews/icsu-roa-science-plan-on-hazards-disasters/roa-science-plan-on-hazards
5 http://www.icsu.org/africa/publications/reports-and-reviews/icsu-roa-science-plan-on-global-change

INTRODUCTION (CONTINUED)
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1.1 ICSU ROA Staff

During the 2015/16 financial year, the Regional Office 
operated with its full staff complement of five, namely: 
the Regional Director, an Administrative Assistant, two 
Programme Specialists, and a Communications Officer. More 
information about the staff of ICSU ROA is presented in 
Annex A, at the end of this report. 

Since its inception in September 2005, the Regional Office 
has been hosted by the National Research Foundation of 
South Africa. However, from May 2015, the Office has been 
transferred to a new host – the Academy of Science of South 
Africa.

The Office has a study support programme. Through this, 
Bongani Mahlalela, the Communications Officer, continued 
to receive financial support toward his studies for Bachelor 
Administration degree programme with the University of 
South Africa (UNISA) during the 2015/16 financial year. He is 
scheduled to complete his studies in 2016. This study, which 
focuses on management and administrative functions, is 
designed to enhance his administration skills he needs to 
effectively execute his duties. 

1.2 ICSU Regional Committee for Africa

The ICSU Regional Committee for Africa is a Committee 
that gives strategic guidance to and oversees the scientific 
direction of the Office. It consists of eight appointed 
renowned scientists from the continent as well as four ex-
officio members. The ex-officio members include the ICSU 
ROA Regional Director, as well as representatives of the 
ICSU Secretariat, the Office’s host institution, and the ICSU 
Executive Board (EB). 

The activities and functions of the ICSU RCA were frozen 
during the greater part of the 2015/16 financial year following 
the ICSU Executive Board’s decision not to re-appoint all but 
two of the members after their tenures lapsed in December 
2013. 

However, a new RCA was constituted in October 2015, 
composed of two members from the previous Committee 
and six new ones. The newly constituted RCA held its first 
meeting in Pretoria, South Africa, in March 2016.

ORGANISATION AND GOVERNANCE
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1.3 Implementation of ICSU ROA Science Plans

During the 2015/16 financial year, the implementation of ICSU 
ROA’s four Science Plans has been on-going and has formed 
the main set of activities of the Office during this period. The 
international research consortia have been working to develop 
project proposals on each of the four thematic areas. Some 
of these proposals have been submitted, in collaboration with 
international partners, in response to calls for funding. 

1.3.1 Science Plan review

The Science Plan review process, which was recommended 
by the ASPSC, commenced with an electronic consultation 
in early 2015 and ended up with a two-day (three days for the 
GEC group) physical meeting that was held in South Africa in 
June 2015. The review process aimed at aligning the Science 
Plans with new developments in the global science research 
agenda and the new thinking of promoting transdisciplinary 
collaborative research as well as relevant international 
initiatives. Special emphasis was given to aligning the new 
Science Plans with the Future Earth Initiative. 

The review process sought and incorporated inputs from 
authors of the current Science Plans as well as other active 
scientists within and outside the region. The participants, 
in their review, took into consideration the post Rio+20 

Agenda, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and 
STISA 2024.The initial phase of the process was an electronic 
consultation, which aimed at getting a wider perspective 
from experts in the region. This was followed by a workshop, 
organised by the Office, which brought together about 40 
scientists and experts in the four thematic areas to review, 
update and propose stages to finalise the development of 
the Science Plans. Participants were tasked individually or in 
small groups to consolidate ideas for incorporation into draft 
reviewed Science Plans for submission to ICSU ROA.

1.3.2 African Science Plan on Global Environmental Change 
(including Climate Change and Adaptation)

The Global Environmental Change Consortium has been 
working on aligning its regional activities with those of ICSU 
at global level, especially the Future Earth initiative. In the 
review process of the GEC Science Plan, the scientists have 
accommodated ideas from both the current ICSU ROA Global 
Environmental Change and the African Network for Earth 
System Science (AfricanNESS) Science Plans. The initial draft 
of the Science Plan has been received by the Office and the 
publication is expected in the next financial year.

The consortium has embarked on a process to publish a book 
to give insight into climate variability and change in Africa, and 

CORE ACTIVITIES OF THE ICSU REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA
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the manuscripts are being reviewed. The book is envisaged 
to be published before the end of the next financial year 
(2016/17).

1.3.3 African Science Plan on Sustainable Energy

The Energy Consortium has been working to align the 
activities of the region with those of ICSU at global level, such 
as the Future Earth initiative. Before and during the Science 
Plans Review Workshop, the Energy Consortium members 
put their heads together and reviewed the Sustainable 
Energy Science Plan. The draft document was finalised in 
October 2015. To cement the work of the energy scientists 
in the implementation of this new Science Plan, the Energy 
Consortium triggered a process to establish an African Energy 
Network. This network will seek to work in close collaboration 
with existing capacity at various academic/ research 
institutions on the continent as well as with other regional/
international energy networks.

The energy scientists have also started a process to develop 
and publish a book that seeks to highlight the challenges 
and success stories on sustainable energy technology and 

utilisation on the continent. This book, whose authors are 
energy scientists from within and outside the continent, is 
scheduled for publication in the next financial year (2016/17).

1.3.4 African Science Plan on Health and Human Well-being 

The Health and Human Well-being Consortium contributed 
to the review of the Health and Human Well-being Science 
Plan, and submission of the final draft of the document is 
expected in the next financial year. The scientists from this 
consortium have been working on publishing two books: one 
on African Indigenous Medical Knowledge and Human Health, 
and the other on Food and Nutrition Security in sub-Saharan 
Africa. Manuscripts have been received for both books and 
are undergoing peer review processes. The modalities are 
being worked out to have both books published by the UNISA 
Press. 

1.3.5 African Science Plan on Natural and Human-induced 
Hazards and Disasters

Most members of the Hazards and Disasters Consortium 
contributed immensely to the review process and some 
attended the Science Plans Review workshop. The draft 
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Science Plan has been finalised and submitted to the Office. 
A book on Natural and Human-induced Hazards and Disasters 
in Africa is at an advanced stage of development and is 
scheduled for publication in early 2016. 

1.3.6 African Science Plans Steering Committee 

The Science Plans Steering Committee held its 2nd meeting in 
June 2015, in Pretoria, South Africa. This meeting, which was 
held back-to-back with the Science Plans Review Workshop, 
was meant to consolidate and put into action, plans for 
finalising the development and publication of the reviewed 
Science Plans. The meeting also sought to review, finalise and 
adopt the guidelines for scientific reporting by the Principal 
Investigators and the Thematic Area Coordinators (TACs).

1.4 Databases of Scientists, Academic and Re-
search Instructions 

The database of African scientists as well as research and 
academic institutions continues to grow with each new 
scientist contact. The databases of scientists, stratified 
according to the four Science Plans, are also expanding 
substantially as more experts get identified through 
networking activities. We remain hopeful that this will bring 
much needed skills and expertise for the betterment of 
promoting research that will benefit society in Africa as well 
as provide scientific evidence for rational policies in African 
countries.

1.5  Capacity Building 

ICSU ROA has continued to support the ANSWER, 
constituted of emerging researchers, which intends to serve 
as an umbrella body under which Earth-systems research 
and activities of emerging researchers in Africa would be 
showcased. The initiative has also been endorsed by both 
the International Social Science Council (ISSC) and Council 
for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa 
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(CODESRIA), while it continues to be nurtured and hosted by 
the Applied Centre for Climate and Earth Systems Science 
(ACCESS). The Office contributed ideas to the presentation 
given by an ANSWER representative at a workshop held in 
Germany in 2015.

ICSU ROA co-funded two delegates from North Africa to 
attend the SAYAS Science and Society in Africa Symposium 
that was held on 28-29 September 2015 in Cape Town, South 
Africa. The Symposium was organised by ASSAf. 

1.6 Publications and General Communication

To increase the visibility of ICSU, the Office and that of the 
activities of the scientific community on the continent, ICSU 
ROA produced and circulated publicity material via different 
media.

1.6.1 Publications

Book Project

To showcase African scientists’ success stories on issues of 
scientific research and development on the continent, and to 
ensure that scientists from the continent are active players 
in SETI for sustainable socio-economic development in the 
region, ICSU ROA has embarked on a process of publishing 
(in collaboration with its partners) a series of books in different 
thematic areas written by scientists in the field. Publication 
of these books will encourage networking, collaborative 
research, sharing of knowledge and good practices among 
scientists on the continent.

The Office is collaborating with the Human Sciences Research 
Council of South Africa (HSRC) to publish a book on Natural 
and Human-induced Hazards and Disasters in Africa. The 
Regional Office has also been working with African scientists 

to publish other books in the following thematic areas: African 
Indigenous Medical Knowledge and Human Health; Food and 
Nutrition Security in sub-Saharan Africa; Climate Variability 
and Change in Africa; and Energy Technology and Utilisation 
in Africa: Challenges and Successes. Manuscripts of these 
books are at different stages of development and publications 
are scheduled for late 2016 and early 2017. 

Reports of Workshops/Conferences 

During the 2015/16 financial year, the Office organised and 
partnered in the organisation of a number of workshops/
conferences on the continent. These included: 

• African Unity for Renaissance Conference and 
Africa Day Expo: The 5th African Unity for Renaissance 
Conference themed “2015 and Beyond: Engaging Agenda 
2063” was held at the University of Johannesburg, 
Soweto Campus, in May 2015.  

The 2015 Africa Day Expo was held as part of the African 
Unity for Renaissance Conference. This Expo, which 
took place in Pretoria, presented the Office with an 
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opportunity to improve the visibility of ICSU and the 
Regional Office, as the Office mounted an exhibition 
stand during this event. 

• Science Plans Review Workshop: ICSU ROA organised 
the Science Plans Review Workshop, which was held in 
Pretoria in June 2015. At this event, the Science Plans 
were reviewed to align them with the ICSU Strategic Plan 
2012 - 2017, the new developments in the global research 

agenda of each thematic area, and the Future Earth 
Initiative. In the review process, the scientists also took 
cognisance of the post Rio+20 Agenda, the Sustainable 
Development Goals, and the Science, Technology and 
Innovation Strategy for Africa 2024. The workshop was 
attended by about 40 scientists from within and outside 
the continent, which included some of the authors of the 
Science Plans being reviewed. 

• 2nd African Science Plans Steering Committee 
Meeting: This meeting was held in Pretoria, South Africa, 
back-to-back with the Science Plans Review Workshop. 
The meeting sought to review, finalise and adopt a brief 
to encourage principal investigators to join the consortia 
as well as to develop guidelines for scientific reporting 
by the principal investigators to the thematic areas 
coordinators. These guidelines were developed by a 
sub-committee commissioned at their maiden meeting 
held in March 2013. Most importantly, the committee 
deliberated on the outcome of the preceding Science 
Plans Review workshop and set timelines for finalization 
of the review process

• 1st African Future Earth Committee Meeting: The 
Africa Future Earth Committee was set up (through the 
coordination of the Office) in March 2015 as a platform 
to effectively advocate for Future Earth in Africa and 
push for African interests on the global Future Earth 
platform. In the 2015/16 financial year, ICSU ROA, 
which acts as the Secretariat for AFEC, coordinated the 
activities of AFEC through regular teleconferencing. 
The Office sourced funding from ICSU and NRF for the 
Committee to have its first physical meeting, which 
was held in Pretoria, South Africa, in August 2015. The 
August meeting triggered a process to identify potential 
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reviewed and provided strategic input to the planned 
operational activities of the Office. 

Reports from all these events are available on the Office’s 
website and/or can also be obtained from the Regional Office 
on request.  

1.6.2 General Communication

During the 2015/16 financial year, ICSU ROA strived to reach 
out to the general public through interactive website content, 
electronic mailing systems, exhibitions of Office’s materials 
and presentations at regional and international scientific and/
or policy events. 

ICSU ROA Website 

The ICSU ROA website is part of the ICSU Secretariat 
website. The ICSU Secretariat designed and is managing 
the site, but the content of the Regional Office website 
is managed and updated regularly by ICSU ROA. General 
information posted on the website includes the Office’s 
activities, those of its partners and the ICSU Family in Africa 
as well as information that is relevant to the African scientific 
community at large. 

Electronic mailing

ICSU ROA has an extensive and dynamic electronic 
mailing list that serves as a vehicle to disseminate relevant 
information to its partners, stakeholders and networks as 
well as to the ICSU Family within and outside the region. The 
Office also gathers scientific information from these entities 
and avails it to the African scientific community through this 
mailing system. 

countries in Africa that could serve as Future Earth 
Regional Offices. With assistance from the Office, a call 
was drafted and distributed continent-wide by the Future 
Earth Global Secretariat. Rwanda and South Africa were 
identified as suitable hosts and the process to formalise 
the decisions was consolidated during a meeting held 
in Alexandria, Egypt, in March 2016. A process has also 
been triggered to look into the possibility of formalising 
AFEC into a Future Earth Regional Committee to work 
with the Future Earth Regional Offices. 

• 16th RCA Meeting: The Office organised the 16th RCA 
meeting, which was held in Pretoria, South Africa, on 17 
– 18 March 2016. This RCA meeting was the first in about 
two and half years. It served as a platform to update the 
members on the activities of the Office and get direction 
on the way forward, especially the development and 
submission of the ICSU ROA’s Annual Performance Plan 
and budget for the 2016/17 financial year. 

During the meeting, the Committee received and 
reviewed reports on the accomplished activities of the 
Office as well as those held with the ICSU family, and 
other partners and networks since August 2013. It also 
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Marketing the Office 

To market the Office and its activities, ICSU ROA developed, 
upgraded and printed relevant flyers, banners, posters and 
folders. These materials have been used to market ICSU ROA 
at various workshops, conferences and seminars organised/
co-organised by the Office as well as those organised by its 
partners. 

1.7 Scientific Collaboration and Networking
1.7.1 Activities with the ICSU Secretariat and other Regional 

Offices

Despite the difficulties resulting from the transition from NRF 
to ASSAf, the Regional Office continued to work with and 
support activities of the ICSU Secretariat. These included the 
following: 

ICSU proposal to Sida: The Office worked with the ICSU 
Secretariat to prepare a proposal to Sida, which was finalised 
and accepted in 2015. This is a five-year programme, which 
seeks to catalyse the generation and use of new integrated 
policy-relevant scientific knowledge in Africa. This knowledge 
is paramount in addressing the serious and increasing 
challenges posed by global environmental change as well 
as fostering resilient and sustainable development on the 
continent. The programme will be implemented in partnership 
with the International Social Science Council and the Network 
of African Science Academies. 

ICSU Meetings: The Regional Office participated in the ICSU 
EB meetings held in the 2015/16 financial year as well as the 
Meeting of Officers, Chairs and Directors of Regional Offices 
that was held in November 2015. 

Science International: This is an annual series of meetings 
that bring together four major international science bodies: 
ICSU; ISSC; The World Academy of Sciences; and the 
InterAcademy Partnership. The first of these meetings, 
which focused on key policy-for-science challenges was held 
December 2015, in Pretoria, South Africa. Some members 
of the ICSU EB, who attended the December Science 
International meeting, took some time after the meeting to 
visit ICSU ROA premises and interacted with the Office staff.

Integrated Research on Disaster Risk (IRDR) Science 
Committee Meeting: This meeting, which took place at 
Stellenbosch University, South Africa, in November 2016, 
aimed at stimulating a dialogue between IRDR Science 
Committee members and representatives of the disaster 
risk science community in South Africa and beyond. The 
discussions revolved around the science opportunities and 
challenges associated with the implementation of the Sendai 
Framework; sharing insights and innovations related to 
integrated research on disaster risk from different regional 
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contexts and risk environments; and profiling plans and 
advances in integrated disaster risk research within Africa and 
South Africa. The Office was invited to make a presentation 
on Evolution of Processes and Activities in Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR) and Vulnerability Science in Africa.

Future Earth in Africa: The Regional Office has continued 
to engage with the ICSU Secretariat on the issues of 
strengthening the Future Earth community in Africa. The 
Secretariat was instrumental in assisting ICSU ROA to 
establish links between AFEC and the Future Earth Global 
Secretariat. The first AFEC meeting, which was held in August 
2015, was partially sponsored by ICSU. 

1.7.2 Activities with the ICSU Family  

During the 2015/16 financial year, the Regional Office 
continued to work with and support activities of the ICSU 
Family on the continent.

National Members

Faced with the increasing number of African National 
Members who are behind with their membership dues, and 

the concomitant growing list of members on the observer 
list in the 2015/16 financial year, ICSU ROA embarked on a 
process of sensitising the members to update their annual 
subscription to ICSU. The Regional Office has engaged 
the ICSU National Members while soliciting for potential 
candidates for the RCA and the responses were very 
encouraging.

The Office also made contact with a number of countries in 
the region to sensitise them around the work of ICSU. ICSU 
ROA is preparing to hold a mid-ICSU General Assembly (GA) 
Africa meeting in the next financial year. 

International Scientific Unions

ICSU ROA attended and contributed to a number of Scientific 
Unions’ meetings that were held on the continent. These 
included:

The Crystallography for the next generation Conference 
- the legacy of the International Year of Crystallography 
2014 (IYCr2014): The “IYCr legacy” conference was held 
in April 2015, in Rabat, Morocco. It focused on reviewing 
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sought to establish a New Activities Strategic Implementation 
Committee. The meeting meant to address the long-term goal 
for ensuring a supply of raw materials, energy and water for 
global society for the next century. It was co-organised by 
IUGS and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO). The participation of the Office during 
this workshop gave it an opportunity to assist/support IUGS 
to develop and implement its strategy for the region, and 
make sure that its activities complement those of the Office 
in Africa. 

Future of Earth-Space Science and Education Conference 
and Meeting of the Geo-Unions: These events took place 
from 2 to 7 November 2015 in Trieste, Italy. The Regional 
Director represented the Office at both events. The 
Conference brainstormed and discussed advancements as 
well as future developments in geoscience and geoscience 
education, while the Geo-Unions meeting focused on 
collaborative planning meant to promote and develop earth 
systems sciences.

1.7.3 Activities with other Partners and Networks

During the course of the 2015/16 financial year, ICSU ROA 
continued to strengthen its relationships with its traditional 
partners and networks, while establishing new ones.  

the activities associated with IYCr2014 that were carried 
out in all the regions of the globe as well as deliberating on 
how to transform these activities into long-term sustainable 
actions with the involvement of major stakeholders in the 
region. ICSU ROA was identified as one of the organisations 
that will spearhead the post IYCr2014 work in Africa and in 
the establishment of the proposed African Crystallography 
Association. 

The Regional Office was also invited, participated and 
presented during the Indaba8 Programme that was organised 
by the International Union of Crystallography (IUCr). This event 
took place at Skukuza in South Africa, in August 2015. 

The Office is also working closely with the IUCr in preparation 
for the First Pan African Conference of Crystallography that 
is scheduled to be held in Dschang, Cameroon, in October, 
2016.

The International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS) 
Resourcing Future Generations Workshop: This workshop, 
which was held in Windhoek, Namibia from 25 to 30 July 2015 
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Human Science Research Council

ICSU ROA and HSRC have been working closely in a process 
to publish a book on Natural and Human-Induced Hazards and 
Disasters in Africa. The book is scheduled for publication in 
2016. 

The HSRC in collaboration with the Council for the 
Development of Social Science Research in Africa, organised 
the 3rd World Social Science Forum (WSSF) in September 
2015. At this Forum, ICSU ROA, with the support from 
ICSU organised a side event titled “Future Earth – a 
new institutional framework for promoting integrated, 
transdisciplinary open knowledge production systems”. The 
discussions involved panellists from ICSU and the Future 
Earth Global Alliance, the DST, the NRF, the Africa Future 
Earth Committee, the Institute of Development Studies (UK) 
and Susanne Moser Research and Consulting. 

This event gave a platform for an interactive session with 
lots of interest around how to access funding linked to 
Future Earth or how new scientists can link up with existing 
structures. The presence of South African government 
officials, especially the local grant funding organisation (NRF), 
voicing their support for the programme, drew a number of 
questions after the session on South Africa’s role in Future 
Earth. 

During this event, the Office also manned an exhibition stand 
where materials and banners depicting the activities of ICSU 
ROA were presented. 

African Academy of Sciences

The African Academy of Sciences worked very closely with 
the Regional Office in setting up AFEC where it oversaw the 

process to select the members of AFEC as well as chairing 
the first meeting.  

The Network of African Science Academies

The Office continued to strengthen its working relationship 
with NASAC, where NASAC has been identified and 
entrusted with the responsibility to manage the Sida grant 
awarded to ICSU. ICSU ROA will collaborate with NASAC 
to lead the implementation of the research grants and work 
to increase the participation of early career scientists from 
the region, while linking them up to regional/international 
scientific committees.

CORDEX Africa

ICSU ROA attended and contributed to the Coordinated 
Regional Climate Downscaling Experiment (CORDEX) 
Africa Phase 2 Workshop, which was held in May 2015, in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. The workshop was organised by 
the Climate System Analysis Group of the University of Cape 
Town in collaboration with the CORDEX Africa programme. 
The meeting deliberated on many issues that included: 
reconstitution of regional analysis teams for West, East, 
Southern and Central Africa; identification/elucidation of key 
regional specific climate questions; and making a proposal of 
potential CORDEX “flagship pilot regions” on the continent. 

1.7.4 Strategic Partnerships 

During the 2015/16 financial year, ICSU ROA continued to 
strengthen its collaboration with the parties with which it 
has a long-term agreement and shared resources in a bid 
to reach out to the scientific community within and outside 
Africa. 
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The National Research Foundation, South Africa

As the former host of ICSU ROA, the NRF, remains one of 
the closest strategic partners of the Regional Office. The 
NRF is the South African adhering body to ICSU and regularly 
organises ICSU South Africa Board meetings. The Regional 
Director has been invited to attend all these meeting as an ex-
officio Board member. The involvement of the Office in these 
meetings has provided an opportunity to interact with the 
ICSU Scientific Union members residing in the Republic. 

The NRF, through the International Relations and Cooperation 
directorate, has provided funding that enabled the 
organisation of the first AFEC meeting that was held in 
August 2015. Apart from this financial input to ICSU ROA 
activities during this financial year, the NRF continued to 
provide funds for ICSU ROA staff salaries as well as the 
hosting costs of the Office.

The Department of Science and Technology, South Africa

The DST is the main funder of ICSU ROA. The Department 
has emerged as one of the main partners of the Regional 
Office, especially in profiling of the Office at regional and 

Academy of Science of South Africa

The Office gave input and supported the organisation and 
running of the Science Advice Workshop for African Scientists 
that was held on 26 - 27 February 2016 in Hermanus, South 
Africa. The event was co-organised by ASSAf in partnership 
with the DST and the government of New Zealand. The 
workshop focused on scientists living and working in Africa 
with the aim of enhancing capacities in providing science 
advice to governments. This culminated in the formation 
of the African Chapter of the International Network of 
Government Science Advice (INGSA). ICSU ROA also 
supported the South African Young Academy of Science for 
Society Forum, which was organised by ASSAf in September 
2015.

As the host institution, ASSAf assisted in the identification 
and selection of members that constitute the current ICSU 
Regional Committee for Africa. The Executive Officer of ASSAf 
is an ex-officio member of this Committee.

CORE ACTIVITIES (CONTINUED)
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continental fora. With the support from the DST, ICSU ROA 
has increased its participation in high ranking meetings of 
the SADC, which included; the Regional Validation Workshop 
for the SADC Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan 
held in Johannesburg, South Africa, in May 2015; the Joint 
Meeting of SADC Senior Officials responsible for Education 
and Training, Science, Technology and Innovation held in 
Kasane, Botswana in February 2016; SADC Renewable Energy 
meeting as well as the SADC-Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) Engagement meeting 
held end of March 2016 in Gaborone, Botswana. At these 
meetings, the Office made presentations on its activities as 
well as Future Earth Initiative, and called on Member States 
to support these activities.

The DST spearheaded and co-sponsored the Science Advice 
Workshop held in Hermanus, South Africa, on 26-27 February 
2016. The workshop brought together about 50 scientists 
(young and established researchers) and key stakeholders 
for a dialogue on models of science advice. The meeting 
also deliberated on promoting practices for working at the 
interface between science and policy. It formed a basis for a 
network of science advice stakeholders in Africa. ICSU ROA 
was part of the local organising committee for this event and 
is scheduled to play a prominent role in the implementation of 
this initiative, which has roots from the ICSU GA31.

The DST seconded an intern to the Office for one year and 
his term ended April 2015. The two organisations are putting 
together a plan to have another intern seconded to ICSU ROA 
during the next financial year – not only as a way of enhancing 
the Office’s capacity building endeavours, but also giving 
ICSU ROA additional manpower for its activities.

The Swedish International Development Agency

ICSU ROA has been a partner of Sida for a long time, 
and the latter has been supporting the Regional Office’s 
activities. During this financial year, the Office encouraged 
African scientists to submit applications in response to the 
Environmental Earth Systems Science’s (SSEESS) 2015 call 
for proposals. The Office played an important role in ranking 
the proposals, and because of limited funding, only one 
proposal was awarded the grant.  

The Regional Office worked together with the ICSU 
Secretariat to submit a proposal to Sida, which was approved 
towards the end of the 2015/16 financial year and the 
implementation will start in 2016. The proposal seeks to 
increase the production and use of high quality, integrated 
(inter- and trans-disciplinary), and solutions-oriented research 
by early career scientists in Africa to address complex 
sustainability challenges. During the implementation of this 
proposal, ICSU ROA will support other partners in the projects 
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in the planning and delivery of trans-disciplinary trainings and 
research grants. The Office will also be responsible for the 
overall monitoring of the programme implementation and 
utilization of its funds at regional level. 

1.8 Interaction with Intergovernmental Bodies 

During the 2015/16 financial year, the Office has continued 
to interact with national governmental institutions and 
intergovernmental bodies to ensure that policies and 
decisions on the continent are developed and implemented 
on a foundation of science-based evidence. 

1.8.1 Southern African Development Community

The Office actively participated in a number of high-profile 
SADC meetings and these included:

i. The Regional Validation Workshop for the SADC Climate 
Change Strategy and Action Plan- this meeting, which 
was held in Johannesburg, South Africa, in May 2015, 
focused on reviewing SADC Climate Change Strategy 
and identifying the necessary institutional structures, 
resource requirements, monitoring systems as well as 
other key aspects that would be needed to operationalize 
the strategy and action plan. The participation of ICSU 
ROA added a continental and international viewpoint to 
the meeting.

ii. The Joint meeting of SADC Senior Officials responsible 
for Education and Training, Science, Technology and 
Innovation- this meeting was held in Kasane, Botswana 
in February 2016. It was attended by senior officials 
responsible for Science, Technology and Innovation, and 
of Education and Training as well as by representatives 
from SADC partners in the region. Among other 

issues, the participants deliberated on the Regional 
Indicative Strategic Development Plan 2015-2020 and its 
implementation plan. 

iii. The SADC Renewable Energy and the SADC-OECD 
Engagement meetings- these meetings were held 
back to back in Gaborone, Botswana, on 29-30 March 
2016 and 31 March to 1 April 2016, respectively. The 
participation of ICSU ROA in these meetings gave the 
Office an opportunity to interact with SADC Member 
States, experts and other partners as well as to present 
its activities – thereby improving the visibility of ICSU in 
the region. 

1.8.2 United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 

ICSU ROA has continued to work closely with the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) in the 
2015/16 financial year. The Office participated and made inputs 
during UNECA events, which included: 

i. The Capacity Building Workshop for Major Groups 
and other Stakeholders in the Africa Region within the 
framework of Africa Regional Forum on Sustainable 
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Development (ARFSD) and the 9th Session on 
Sustainable Development and the ARFSD. These 
events, which were organised by UNECA, were held 
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on 15 June 2015 and 16 - 18 
June 2015, respectively. The Regional Director, attended 
these meetings and held side meetings with the 
representative of the AU, and the Director of the newly 
established Special Initiatives Division of UNECA, which 
is coordinating participation of African Major Groups in 
UN processes.

ii. Africa Climate Talks East, Southern and Indian Ocean 
African Small Island Developing States: the meeting, 
which was held in September 2015, in Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, sought to mobilise the engagement of Africans 
from all spheres of life in the lead up to the Paris 21st 
Annual Conference of the Parties (COP21). It also sought 
to increase public awareness of climate change and the 
roles they can play in the global governance of climate 
change. The Regional Director attended the event and 
was a member of a panel that discussed issues around 
the financing for climate, technology transfer and capacity 
building looking at the experience of Africa under Kyoto 
framework. The panel also discussed and proposed what 
needs to change in the post-Kyoto framework. 

1.8.3 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization 

At the invitation of UNESCO Harare Office, the Regional 
Office attended the High-Level Dialogue of African Ministers 
and Legislators on Mobilising Science Technology and 
Innovation for Africa’s Sustainable Development Post-2015, 
which was held in July 2015, in Accra, Ghana. The meeting 
sought to mobilise Science, Technology and Innovation for 

Africa’s Sustainable Development Post 2015, with special 
focus on the role of ministers and legislators. The participation 
of the Office at this meeting provided an opportunity for 
ICSU ROA to present the Africa initiatives on Energy as well 
as activities around the Regional Office’s Sustainable Energy 
Science Plan. 

ICSU ROA attended the COP21, which was held in Paris 
in December 2015. The Conference sought to review the 
Convention’s implementation as well as to achieve a legally 
binding and universal agreement on climate, with the aim of 
keeping global warming below 2°C. The Director attended 
this event where she was a rapporteur for a partnership 
seminar as well as chair of a round table. At the same 
event, ICSU ROA partnered with UNESCO IOC and NASAC 
in hosting side event under the theme ‘Realising African 
Renaissance through Science-Policy Dialogue on Climate 
Change Adaptation and Resilience: The Critical Needs for 
Africa to Invest in Home Grown Science and Appropriate 
Blue and Green Technologies Towards Poverty Alleviation and 
Sustainable Development’.

ICSU ROA also attended the Our Common Future under 
Climate Change conference, which was held in Paris in July 
2015. The Conference, organised by UNESCO, provided state-
of-the-art scientific knowledge on physical basis of climate 
change, impacts, adaptation and vulnerability, mitigation, 
storylines and scenarios. It explored a wide range of avenues 
combining climate change mitigation and adaptation, and 
sustainable development as well as assessed the potential 
for evidence-based solutions to climate change challenges.  
At the Conference, ICSU hosted a side event with the theme 
‘Science and the Road to Transformation: Opportunities in the 
post-2015 global climate regime’.
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The financial resources and expenditure of ICSU ROA during 2015/16 are summarised below: 

2016 2015

INCOME RECEIVED 

Department of Science and Technology 2 000 000 2 000 000
ICSU Secretariat 1 014 235 1 056 983
ICSU Paris 151 379 974 092
Publication income - 2 053

NRF CONTRIBUTION 2 455 658 2 049 416
UNCOMMITTED FUND FROM PREVIOUS YEAR 2 724 269 2 348 456
FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR THE YEAR 8 345 541 8 430 999

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 4 432 250 5 306 494

1275851 18 66555
Audit fees 19 950 16 798
Bank charges - 1 621
Catering and refreshments 894 3 908
Computer consumables 2 440 6 131
Conference fees 356 457 406 328
Editorial fees 2 980 -
Fees for service - 142 791
Marketing costs - 1 605
Purchases - 1 630
Postage and courier 420 3 322
Information and technology services 73 868 -
Office expense 712 -
Printing and publications 23 748 56 641
Rent - Office 122 937 -
Staff training 6 936 5 136
Stakeholders/partners support 24 000 -
Stationery 2 585 8 110
Telephone - 14 128
Travel and accommodation 637 924 1 198 407

SALARIES 3 141 848 3 438 360
CAPITAL EXPENSES

Computer and equipment 14 552 1 579
Petty cash 580

3 913 870 3 124 505

FINANCIAL REPORT

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2016
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CHALLENGES OF THE 2015/16 FINANCIAL YEAR

CONCLUSION

accomplish its activities as presented in the 2016/17 Annual 
Performance Plan.

At the operational level, the Office has continued to 
encounter challenges to solicit extra financial resources from 
other African countries (through the ICSU National Members) 
for outreach exercises as well as for implementation of 
extra-budgetary activities and outreach programmes. 
Communication at various levels on the continent continues 
to be a perpetual challenge due to poor infrastructure. This 
often led to limited access to information to and from some 
of the stakeholders; an act that compromised the Office’s 
efforts to promote collaborative research activities across the 
continent.

networks for scientific collaboration, including funding 
agencies. 

The database of scientists and research/academic institutions 
on the continent continues to grow as more experts get 
identified through networking activities. We remain hopeful 
that this will bring much-needed skills and expertise for 
promoting research that will benefit society in Africa and 
provide scientific evidence for rational policies in African 
countries.

Despite registering progress during the financial year 2015/16, 
ICSU ROA has encountered governance and operational 
hurdles during this period as it ran most of the time without 
the RCA. The new RCA was only constituted in October 2015 
and held its first meeting in March 2016. 

The Office has also been going through a teething process 
that resulted from the transfer of host from the NRF to 
ASSAf, which effectively happened on 1 May 2015. The 
transfer has not been as smooth as was expected and most 
of the time was spent trying to fix things out – so to say. We 
hope in the following financial year, most of the issues will 
be ironed out so that the Office could operate smoothly to 

The activities of ICSU ROA continued to grow in the 2015/16 
financial year as the Regional Office continued to receive 
funding from Sida through the SSEESS grant. The Sida 
grant through the SSEESS has injected more life into the 
work of the ICSU ROA consortia on Global Environmental 
Change and Hazards and Disasters.  The main engine driving 
the Regional Office along the road towards success is its 
sound partnership with science, technology and innovation 
organisations and institutions working on sustainable socio-
economic development in Africa. ICSU ROA will continue 
to build on its growing list of strategic partnerships and 



35ICSU Regional Office for Africa Annual Report 2015/16  

ANNEXES

Name Position

Dr Edith Madela-Mntla  
(South Africa) 
e.mntla@icsu-africa.org 

Regional Director

Dr Daniel Nyanganyura  
(Zimbabwe) 
d.nyanganyura@icsu-africa.org

Programme Specialist

Dr Richard Glover 
(Ghana) 
r.glover@icsu-africa.org  

Programme Specialist

Bongani Mahlalela  
(South Africa) 
b.mahlalela@icsu-africa.org 

Communications Officer

Ms Hazael Naidoo 
(South Africa) 
h.naidoo@icsu-africa.org

Administrative Assistant

Annex A: ICSU ROA Staff
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Annex B: Composition of the ICSU Regional Committee for Africa

Statutory Members of ICSU Regional Committee for Africa 

Ex-Officio Members of ICSU Regional Committee for Africa 

Prof Babatunde Samuel Agbola 
(Chair)
Department of Urban and Regional 
Planning, University of Ibadan 
PO Box 26970, Ibadan, Nigeria 
Email: babatunde.agbola@gmail.com

Prof Joseph Kanyanga (Vice Chair)
Zambia Meteorological Department
P.O. Box 39186
Lusaka 10101, Zambia
Email: jk_kanyanga@yahoo.com 

Prof Samuel Ayonghe 
Faculty of Science
University of Buea
PO Box 63
Buea, Cameroon
Email: samayonghe@yahoo.com 

Prof Roseanne Diab
Executive Officer
Academy of Science of South Africa 
Pretoria, South Africa
Email: roseanne@assaf.org.za

Prof Cheryl de la Rey
Vice Chancellor and Principal 
University of Pretoria
Pretoria, South Africa
ICSU EB Liaison
Email: Rektor@up.ac.za 

Dr Cherkaoui El Moursli 
50 rue Allaimoun, Secteur 5
Hay Riad Rabat, Morocco
Email: rcherkao@cern.ch /
raja.cherkaoui@um5.ac.ma

Dr Benjamin Lamptey 
ACMAD 55 avenue de Ministeres
BO 13184 Niamey, Chad
Email: bllamptey@gmail.com 

Prof Jacques André NDIONE 
Assistant Technique Principal - Facilité 
du SAHEL, Direction de l’Environnement 
et de la Finance Climat, Banque Ouest 
Africaine de Développement
68, Av. de la Libération, BP 1172, Lomé-
TOGO
Email: Jacques-andre.ndione@cse.sn /
jacandrendione@yahoo.fr   

Dr Heide Hackmann
Executive Director, ICSU
5, rue Auguste Vacquerie
75116 Paris, France
Email: heide.hackmann@icsu.org 

Dr Edith Madela-Mntla
Regional Director
ICSU Regional Office for Africa
Pretoria, South Africa
Email: e.mntla@icsu-africa.org.za

Prof Francine Ntoumi 
Fondation Congolaise pour la Recherche 
Médicale
Brazzaville, Republic of Congo
Email: fntoumi@fcrm-congo.com

Prof Inês Raimundo 
Eduardo Mondlane University 
Maputo, Mozambique
Email: inesmacamo@gmail.com

ANNEXES (CONTINUED)
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Annex C: ICSU Family in Africa

Annex C1 - ICSU National Members in Africa

Angola:  Foundation of Science and Development (Member since 2010)
Botswana:  Botswana Institute of Technology Research and Innovation (Member since 2006)
Burkina Faso:  Centre National de la Recherché Scientifique et Technologique (Member since 1981)
Cameroon:  Cameroon Academy of Sciences (Member since 1999)
Côte d’Ivoire:  Académie des Sciences, des Arts, des Cultures d’Afrique et des Diasporas Africaines (Member since 1992)
Egypt:  Academy of Scientific Research and Technology (Member since 1925)
Ethiopia:  Ethiopian Science and Technology Agency (Member since 2006)
Ghana:  Ghana Academy of Arts & Sciences (Member since 1961)
Kenya:  Kenya National Academy of Sciences (Member since 1980)
Lesotho: Department of Science and Technology (Member since 2007)
Malawi:  National Research Council of Malawi (Member since 2006)
Mauritius: Mauritius Research Council (Member since 2005)
Morocco:  Centre National de la Recherché Scientifique et Technique (Member since 1925)
Mozambique:  Scientific Research Association of Mozambique (Member since 1999)
Namibia:  Ministry of Education: Directorate of Research, Science and Technology (Member since 2008)
Nigeria:  Nigerian Academy of Science (Member since 1963)
Rwanda:  Kigali Institute of Science and Technology (Member since 2006)
Senegal:  Association des Chercheurs Sénégalais (Member since 1993)
Seychelles:  Seychelles Centre for Marine Research and Technology (Member since 1983)
South Africa:  National Research Foundation (Member since 1919)
Sudan:  National Centre for Research (Member since 1974) 
Swaziland:  National Research Council (Member since 1993)
Tanzania:  Tanzania Commission for Science and Technology (Member since 2004)
Togo:  Chancelleries’ des Universités du Togo (Member since 1993)
Uganda:  Uganda National Council for Science and Technology (Member since 1995)
Zambia:  Zambia Academy of Sciences (Member since 2006)
Zimbabwe:  Research Council of Zimbabwe (Member since 1989)
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Annex C2 - ICSU National Scientific Associates in Africa

Annex C3 - ICSU Scientific Unions in Africa

Madagascar:  Ministère de l’Enseignement Supérieur et de la Recherché Scientifique (Member since 1970)
Tunisia:  Université Tunis El Manar (Member since 1931)

Committee on Data for Science and Technology 
International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology 
International Geographical Union 
International Mathematics Union 
International Union for Physical and Engineering Sciences in Medicine 
International Union of Biological Sciences 
International Union of Food Science and Technology
International Union of Forest Research Organisations 
International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics 
International Union of Geological Sciences 
International Union of History and Philosophy of Science and Technology 
International Union of Psychology 
International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry 
International Union of Pure and Applied Physics 
International Union of Toxicology 
The International Union for Quaternary Science 
The International Union of Basic and Clinical Pharmacology 

Disclaimer
Much as the authors ascribe to the illustrative nature of the pictures in this report, they do not hold the copyrights of some of 
these images and are therefore exonerated from any misconceptions that they may portray.

ANNEXES (CONTINUED)
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“Until lions have their own historians, tales of the hunt 
will always glorify the hunter”  ~ African proverb



Strengthening international science
for the benefit of society

Regional Office for Africa
P.O. Box 13252, Hatfield 0028, Pretoria, South Africa
Tel: +27 (0) 12 349 7731: Fax: +27 (0) 12 349 7734
Email: secretariat@icsu-africa.org; regdirector@icsu-africa.org
Website: www.icsu.org/africa 

Secretariat:  
Dr Edith Madela-Mntla (Director), 
Dr Daniel Nyanganyura, Dr Richard L K Glover
Mr Bongani Mahlalela, Ms Hazael Naidoo 


