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Participants List
I. Speakers

Gisbert Glaser

Gisbert Glaser is trained as a geographer (doctorate in geography from the University of Heidelberg, 1965). In January 2002, he became a Senior Advisor on science for sustainable development and UN system cooperation to the ICSU Executive Director. He was a member of ICSU’s Advisory Committee on the Environment (ACE) from 1992 to 1996. After having started a university career (1965 to 1971 at Heidelberg University, including altogether one year of postdoctoral field research in Brazil), Dr. Glaser joined UNESCO in Paris in 1972. He has worked in different assignments at UNESCO up to 2001 when he retired with the rank of Assistant Director-General, responsible for UNESCO’s programmes in the natural and engineering sciences. The scope of his assignments at UNESCO ranged from directing specific components within the Man and Biosphere (MAB) Programme in the 1970s and 1980s to strategic assignments later-on (e.g. coordinating UNESCO’s follow-up to the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development -Rio, 1992).

David Griggs

David Griggs is the Director of the Monash Sustainability Institute (MSI), which aims to deliver solutions to key sustainability challenges. In November 2008 he also became CEO of the newly created organisation ClimateWorks Australia (CWA), focussed on action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Previous positions he has held include UK Met Office Deputy Chief Scientist, Director of the Hadley Centre for Climate Change, and Head of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) scientific assessment unit. Dave is a past vice-chair of the World Climate Research Programme and member of the Victorian Ministerial Reference Council on Climate Change Adaptation. He is a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Technological Sciences and Engineering (ATSE), a member of the Australian Council of Environmental Deans and Directors and the Climate Institute Strategic Council. Dave was awarded the Vilho Vaisala award (World Meteorological Organization) in 1992.

Melissa Leach

Melissa Leach is a Professorial Fellow at the Institute of Development Studies, and since 2006 has directed the ESRC STEPS (Social, Technological and Environmental Pathways to Sustainability) Centre. She originally trained as a geographer (MA Cambridge) and social anthropologist (PhD London). Over the last twenty years she has been closely involved both in ethnographic fieldwork, speaking four African languages, and in extensive interdisciplinary research. This has engaged anthropology with historical, ecological and science and technology studies approaches, as well as working with foresters, agricultural and medical scientists. She has led and managed many large, interdisciplinary research programmes involving multi-country teams. Her work has forwarded new perspectives in several fields, including the anthropology of environment and development; gender-environment relations; the environmental entitlements approach to institutions and natural resource management, environmental and forest history and challenging “received wisdoms” about environmental change. Melissa's recent work has explored the politics of science and knowledge in policy processes linked to environment and health; addressing vaccine controversies, scientific uncertainties, citizenship and public engagement; cultural and political dimensions of vaccine delivery; medical research trials, emerging infectious diseases, and ecology-health linkages.
Tim Lenton

Tim Lenton is Professor of Climate Change and Earth System Science at the University of Exeter. He specializes in research on Earth system science, climate change, global biogeochemical cycles, co-evolution of life and the planet, paleo-climate, and modeling. He has taken an interest in the Gaia Hypothesis throughout much of his career, and co-authored the book "Revolutions that Made the Earth" with Andy Watson, which expands on the ideas of James Lovelock by highlighting mechanisms by which the Earth system has been stabilised by negative feedbacks throughout its history. Formerly he worked at the University of East Anglia, and moved to the University of Exeter in 2011, where he and his group are focusing on understanding these past revolutions, on developing an evolutionary model of the marine ecosystem, and on early warning of climate tipping points.
Mark Swilling

Mark Swilling is Professor of Sustainable Development at the School of Public Leadership of Stellenbosch University. He has 25 years of experience in policy analysis and has coordinated large, transdisciplinary research projects in South Africa. In 2010, he received the Aspen Institute’s Faculty Pioneer award for his efforts at introducing sustainability into management education. Swilling is co-lead author of the Panel’s 2011 report “Decoupling the use of natural resources and environmental impacts from economic activity: Scoping the challenges”. Previously, Swilling was Professor of Public and Development Management and Director of the Graduate School of Public and Development Management, at the University of the Witwatersrand, in South Africa. He was a co-founder of PLANACT, an urban development NGO, and helped develop policy for restructuring the governance of Johannesburg. Professor Swilling has spent three decades involved in urban planning and sustainable cities, including large-scale community-based housing projects. 

Youba Sokona

Youba Sokona is the Coordinator of the African Climate Policy Centre (ACPC) based in the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa. The ACPC is a joint initiative of the African Union Commission, the African Development Bank and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa. He is also a co-chair of IPCC Working Group III. Sokona was the Executive Secretary of the Sahara and Sahel Observatory (OSS) from June 2004 to May 2010. A citizen of Mali, Sokona focuses on the energy, environment and sustainable development nexus and he has broad experience in Africa in policy development. Before joining OSS, he works for the “Environnement et Développement du Tiers Monde,” based in Dakar, Senegal. Prior to that, he served as professor at Ecole Nationale d’Ingenieur of Bamako in Mali. Throughout his career, Sokona has served in various advisory capacities to African governments. He has published several books and articles on the issues of energy, environment and development with a focus on Africa.

Mark Howells

Mark Howells is professor in Energy Systems Analysis at KTH Royal Institute of Technology. The field of research covers energy systems analysis, methodological development and modelling of energy systems in global and regional perspectives with the aim to develop decision support systems for decision makers. Before joining KTH Prof. Howells worked at the Planning and economic studies section (PESS), in the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Vienna. There he worked with application of energy systems analysis to answer questions which relate to social, economic, environmental and other strategic goals. Prof. Howells is proficient in the application of most energy models presently established including LEAP, MARKAL, TIMES and MESSAGE. Developing new models such as CLEW (Climate, Land-use, Energy and Water), a multi-resource model aimed at coordinating policy in various resource related areas; and OSeMOSYS, the Open Source energy Modelling System aimed at adding optimization capacity to energy modelling.

Claudia Ringler

Claudia Ringler is Deputy Division Director of the Environment and Production Technology Division at the International Food Policy Research Institute. She co-leads the Institute’s water research program and is also a theme leader of the Water, Lands and Ecosystem research program. Her research interests are water resources management--in particular, river basin management--and agricultural and natural resource policies for developing countries. Over the last several years she has also undertaken research on the impacts of global warming for developing country agriculture and on appropriate adaptation and mitigation options. She has more than 80 publications in the areas of water management, global food and water security, natural resource constraints to global food production, and the synergies of climate change adaptation and mitigation.

Charles Perrings

Charles Perrings is a Professor of Environmental Economics at Arizona State University, where he directs the Ecoservices Group—a research (and research training) group that focuses on ecosystem services.  Previous appointments include professorships at the University of York and the University of California, Riverside.   He was for several years vice-chair of the international biodiversity science research program, DIVERSITAS, and more recently represented the International Council of Science in negotiations with national governments to establish the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES).  He was also a member of the US Presidents Council of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST) working group on biodiversity and ecosystem services. He was the founding editor of the Cambridge University Press journal, Environment and Development Economics, and is Past President of the International Society for Ecological Economics. He has published 12 books and edited volumes and around 150 scientific papers in this field. 
Norichika Kanie

Norichika Kanie is an associate professor at the Graduate School of Decision Science and Technology, Tokyo Institute of Technology, Japan. He is also a Senior Research Fellow at United Nations University Institute of Advanced Studies (UNU-IAS). His research focuses on international environmental governance, and is leading a three year strategic project on Sustainable Development Goals (FY2013-FY2015) funded by the Ministry of Environment, Japan. Among others he serves as a scientific steering committee member of the Earth Systems Governance project of IHDP, and a co-chair of the Working Party on Climate, Investment and Development (WPCID) at OECD. From August 2009 to July 2010 he was a Marie Curie Incoming International Fellow of the European Commission and visiting professor at SciencesPo, Paris. His recent publications include: "A Charter Moment: Restructuring Governance for Sustainability" Public and Administration and Development, 32, 292-304 (2012, lead author); “Navigating the Anthropocene: Improving Earth System Governance” Science, Vol. 335 No. 6074, 1306-1307, 16 March 2012 (Co-author). He received his Ph.D. in Media and Governance from the Keio University.　
II. Participants

Susana Adamo

Susana B. Adamo is Associate Research Scientist at the Center for International Earth Sciences Information Network (Earth Institute, Columbia University), adjunct assistant professor at the School of International and Public Affairs and Columbia College, and co-coordinator of the Population and Environment Research Network (PERN). She holds a B.S. in geography from the University of Buenos Aires, an M.S. in population studies from FLACSO-Mexico, and a Ph.D. in demography/sociology from the University of Texas at Austin. Her research interests include environmental migration and displacement, the dynamics of internal migration in developing countries, rural/urban demography, migration and health, and issues related to global and regional georeferenced population databases. Among other projects, she has worked on circular migration in Thailand; migration and socioeconomic change in rural and small town Argentina; migration and meningitis in Sahel countries; land use and population change in Latin American and the Caribbean; migration, urbanization and health in China; and the development of gridded population databases.

Majid Al Suwaidi

Majid Al Suwaidi is a Lead Negotiator in the Directorate of Energy and Climate Change, in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Directorate was created in 2010 and leads the UAE’s involvement with the International Renewable Energy Agency, the international climate change negotiations under the UNFCCC, and other forums, such as the Rio +20 Earth Summit, the Clean Energy Ministerial and the G20. The Directorate also engages with domestic stakeholders in the UAE to develop national strategies on Energy, Energy and Water Efficiency and Climate Change. Majid previously worked as a reservoir Geologist in the Zakum Development Company (ZADCO, one of the ADNOC group). During that time he was seconded to ExxonMobil, Houston, and worked in the ExxonMobil Technology Centre in Abu Dhabi. He has almost 10 years experience in the oil and gas sector and is experienced in all stages from Exploration to Development. Majid was an ADNOC scholar who completed his BSc (Hons) at Brunel University London. He worked briefly for the National Petroleum Construction Company (NPCC) before undertaking an MSc research project in Vancouver Canada in Geology.

Venugopalan Ittekkot

Venugopalan Ittekkot is the Principal Invesitgator in several research projects on the biogeochemistry of rivers, estuaries and coastal seas funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG), Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung (BMBF), the European Union, Volkswagen Foundation. He has participated in and research expeditions to the Black Sea, Western South-Atlantic, Arabian Sea, Bay of Bengal, Indonesian and Vietnamese Coastal Waters within bilateral and multilateral projects. He Coordinates bilateral Marine Science programs of the Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung (German Federal Ministry for Education and Research-BMBF) in tropical South and Southeast Asia. He is a member of the Senate Committee for Oceanography of the DFG, Chair of German National Committee for ICSU-SCOPE (International Council of Scientific Unions-Scientific Committee on Problems of the Environment), and a member of Research Councils of Marine Research Institutes. He has contributed to the work of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and participated in German activities in the UNESCO-IOC as a member of the Executive Committee of ICSU-SCOPE.
Mizan Khan 

Mizan Khan is a Visiting Scholar in Brown University’s Department of Environmental Studies and in the Graduate Program for Development. He holds a PhD in Environmental Policy and Management from the University of Maryland’s School of Public Policy, and is currently Professor in the Department of Environmental Science and Management at North South University, Dhaka, Bangladesh. He is also an Adjunct Professor at the Natural Resources Institute, University of Manitoba, Canada. Khan has played a leading role in numerous international projects and initiatives on environmental policy and climate change, and is currently Project Director of a 6-year CIDA-funded Partnership Project with the University of Manitoba, Canada, on “Building Environmental Governance Capacity in Bangladesh.” 

Marc Levy

Marc Levy is deputy director of the Center for International Earth Science Information Network (CIESIN) at Columbia University’s Earth Institute. His training is in political science, and he has published on environmental sustainability indicators, environment-security connections, the effectiveness of international environmental institutions, on social learning and environmental policy-making. At CIESIN he leads work on water-conflict linkages, anthropogenic drivers of emerging infectious diseases, climate vulnerability, and other projects seeking to understand human-environment interactions in a context of global change. He serves as lead project scientist of the Socioeconomic Data and Applications Center, and coordinates CIESIN’s work for the Millennium Villages Project. Mr. Levy served as a convening lead author for the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and the UN Environment Program's Global Environmental Outlook 4. He serves as a member of the Political Instability Task Force, and was a member of the National Research Council committee on “Land-use Change, Ecosystem Dynamics, and Biodiversity,” which was part of the Decadal Study “Earth Science and Applications from Space: A Community Assessment and Strategy for the Future.”    

Devinder Mahajan
Devinder Mahajan holds a joint appointment between Stony Brook University and Brookhaven National Laboratory (BNL) and serves as the Site Director, NSF Center for BioEnergy Research & Development (CBERD). He received his Ph. D. from the University of British Columbia, Canada. His research interests focus on Energy issues. He is Associate Editor of the Journal of Renewable and Sustainable Energy (JRSE) and serves on the Editorial Board of International Journal of Oil, Gas and Coal Technology and The Open Petroleum Journal. He is the author of over 200 publications including book chapters, patents, and extended abstracts and he has presented over 70 invited lectures on clean energy topics, nationally and internationally. His vision is to develop technologies that lead to commercialization for human welfare and train students in next-generation renewable technologies.

Måns Nilsson

Måns Nilsson is Deputy Director and Research Director at the Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI) and Visiting Professor in Environmental Strategies Research at the Royal Institute of Technology (KTH) in Stockholm. He is interested in energy and climate policy analysis, strategic assessment, innovation, European policy, and global governance.  He has slipped more than 30 papers past unsuspecting editors of academic journals. Måns combines academic achievement with extensive management experience, overseeing SEI’s overall research strategy as well as managing multiple research and policy projects and programmes including advisory and capacity building projects in Europe, Southeast Asia and Africa. Clients have included the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the African Development Bank, the European Commission, the Swedish government, bilateral development agencies and the private sector. He received his MSc in International Economics from University of Lund, Sweden, and his PhD degree in Policy Analysis from Delft University of Technology, Netherlands.

Marcus Öhman 
Marcus Öhman is an Associate Professor and Senior Researcher in Ecology and Environmental Science at Stockholm Resilience Centre (SRC) and Qualified Advisor at SwedBio Resilience and Development Programme at SRC, where he works with international policy and methods development related to global sustainability, sustainable development goals, biodiversity, resilience and ecosystem services and their role in poverty reduction. He is a biologist and ecologist with a research background in ecology, environmental science, natural resources management and environmental economics; he is involved in various research projects including studies dealing with global sustainability, planetary boundaries, marine ecology and coastal zone management. Öhman has worked for six years as a senior administrative officer and advisor at the Government Offices of Sweden including the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry for Rural Affairs and the Prime Ministers Office, and was an advisor to ministers in fisheries, marine environmental issues and forestry. He was the main author of the Stockholm Declaration on the ‘Management of the Baltic Sea Fisheries’ and is the founder of Baltfish, which is a regional platform for discussing fisheries, among EU-memberstates officials and associated organisations, in the Baltic Sea area.

Mark Pelling

Mark Pelling is Professor of Geography at King’s College London. Previously he was based at the Department of Geography, University of Liverpool, UK and the University of Guyana. His research interests are in the institutions and social relationships that shape vulnerability and adaptation to natural disasters, including those associated with climate change, and in the ways in which conflicting values and practices of development inform resilience and transformation in the face of environmental change. Pelling has served as a coordinating author for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Special Report on Managing the Risks of Extreme Events and Disasters to Advance Climate Change Adaptation (SREX) and its Fifth Assessment Report. He also sits on the Scientific Steering Committees for the IGBP-IHDP core project Land-Ocean Interactions in the Coastal Zone (LOICZ) and the ICSU core project Integrated Research on Disaster Risk (IRDR). He is on the Lead Expert group for a UK Government Office of Science Foresight project on 'Improving Future Disaster Anticipation and Resilience'.

Timmons Roberts

Timmons Roberts is Ittleson Professor of Environmental Studies and Sociology at Brown University, where he was Director of the Center for Environmental Studies from 2009 to 2012. During 2012-13 he is Non-Resident Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution in Washington. Roberts’ current research focuses on three strands of climate change and international development: how shifting relations between the global North and South affect the United Nations negotiations on climate change; the role of foreign aid in the negotiations and in assisting developing countries to cope with climate impacts and greening their economies; and social factors that explain national "pathways". In all three his core focus is on how equity affects our ability to address this complex global problem. A co-founder of AidData.org, Timmons is part of an international effort to produce a quantum leap in transparency in climate finance, and in foreign aid more broadly. 

Holger Rogner

Holger Rogner is the Section Head for Planning and Economic Studies at the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) since 1997. He received a Master of Science degree in industrial engineering and a PhD in energy economics and applied systems analysis from the University of Karlsruhe, Germany. His early research at the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) in Laxenburg, Austria concentrated on technology change and energy system modeling. His current work in the IAEA focuses on the contributions to sustainable energy development of different energy supply and demand options, capacity building in energy-environment planning in developing countries, and nuclear knowledge management, including the role of the IAEA's International Nuclear Information System (INIS). He has contributed to two parliamentary inquiry commissions of the German Bundestag on atmospheric protection, served several times as a lead author or convening lead author for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, represented the IAEA in activities of the UNFCCC, and collaborated on major global energy analyses. 

Roberto Sánchez Rodríguez
Roberto Sánchez Rodríguez is currently a professor in the Department of Urban and Environmental Studies at El Colegio de la Frontera Norte, a research institution in Mexico. He is also an emeritus professor in the Department of Environmental Sciences of the University of California, Riverside. His current research focuses on the interactions between climate change, urbanization, and development where he studies the vulnerability and adaptation of urban areas to climate variability and climate change. Prof. Sánchez Rodríguez is Co-Chair of the IHDP core project on Urbanization and Global Environmental Change (UGEC). He is a lead author of Chapter 15, Adaptation Planning and Implementation, IPCC Working Group II Fifth Assessment Report (AR5), and a lead author of chapter 3 on land of UNEP’s Global Environmental Outlook (GEO 5).
Constantinos Taliotis

Constantinos Taliotis is an energy security researcher at the Royal Institute of Technology (KTH) in Stockholm. His current research examines the effects recent natural gas finds in the Eastern Mediterranean will have on the systems of Cyprus and Israel through the development of different scenarios concerning the possibility of exports of electricity, LNG and petrochemicals. Currently, in collaboration with the International Renewable Energy Agency, his work focuses on modelling scenarios for the energization of the African continent via a cost optimization approach. In the near future his main area of research will assess the responses of particular energy systems to endogenous and exogenous threats.

Arnold Tukker

Arnold Tukker is a member of the Netherlands Organisation for Applied Scientific Research (TNO) and Professor of sustainable innovation at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU) in Trondheim. His task within the programme Industrial Ecology research is to guide the topics of sustainable innovation and sustainable design, sustainability at an urban level and analysis of environmental impact. Tukker started out as a scientist in the field of waste management and the impact of chlorine on the environment, among other areas. During his PhD research he introduced management and philosophy into his thinking on environmental impact, asking about how and why people hold certain positions on environmental issues. Currently, Tukker manages the demand-driven programme Transitions and Space Utilisation at TNO, alongside the Market Team Europe at the business unit Innovation and Environment.
Manuel Weirich

Manuel Weirich is a researcher in the Department of Energy Systems Analysis at the Royal Institute of Technology (KTH) in Stockholm. His thesis includes work on a model investigating Climate, Land Use, Energy and Water systems (CLEWs) on a global scale. These models are applicable to varying degrees of detail, allowing for a comprehensive and comparable analysis of CLEW interactions. The system boundaries can be set regionally or nationally, making the model an ideal tool for policy development on all levels of governance. Prior to his work at KTH, Manuel studied at Universidad Politécnica de Madrid (UPM) in Spain and at École des Mines de Nantes (EMN) in France. Originally, he studied Interdisciplinary Sciences at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH) in Zürich, readjusting his focus from biology and chemistry to electrochemistry and energy technology. His main research projects were Syngas production using a solar thermal RedOx cycle and membrane development for gas separation and fuel cells, two projects which Manuel conducted at ETH Zürich and NTNU Trondheim in Norway.

Oran Young

Oran Young is Professor Emeritus at the Bren School of Environmental Science and Management, University of California, Santa Barbara. He is a renowned Arctic expert and a world leader in the fields of international governance and environmental institutions. His scientific work encompasses both basic research focusing on collective choice and social institutions, and applied research dealing with issues pertaining to international environmental governance and the Arctic as an international region. Young served for six years as vice-president of the International Arctic Science Committee and was the founding chair of the Committee on the Human Dimensions of Global Change within the National Academy of Sciences in the United States. He currently chairs the Scientific Committee of the International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change and the Steering Committee of the Arctic Governance Project. 

Stephen Zebiak

Dr. Zebiak is Director of the Climate Services Initiative at the Earth Institute at Columbia University, and Senior Research Scientist at the International Research Institute for Climate and Society (IRI). He leads activities of the Climate Services Partnership, an informal collaborative platform to advance knowledge, tools, and capacities in the delivery of science-based climate services to inform practical decision and policy making. Previously, Dr. Zebiak was Director-General of IRI, leading an inter-disciplinary team of over 40 scientists specializing in climate prediction, agriculture, health, water, economics and development policy. Dr. Zebiak has worked in the area of ocean-atmosphere interaction and climate variability since completing his Ph.D. at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1984. He and Dr. Mark Cane authored the first dynamical model used to predict El Niño successfully. He has published extensively in journals such as Science, Nature, the International Journal of Climatology, and has served as an advisor to a range of US and international climate science research programs. Dr. Zebiak is a Fellow of the American Meteorological Society. 

Yongguan Zhu 

Yongguan Zhu is Professor of Soil Environmental Sciences and Environmental Biology at the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), and is the Director General of the Institute of Urban Environment in Xiamen. He has been working on soil-plant interactions, with special emphasis on rhizosphere microbiology, metal biogeochemistry and plant phosphorus nutrition. Before joined CAS in 2002, he was working as a postdoctoral fellow in The University of Adelaide, Australia. He obtained his BSc in soil science from the former Zhejiang Agricultural University in 1989, and MSc in soil science from the Institute of Soil Science, CAS in 1992, and then a PhD in environmental biology from Imperial College, London in 1998. Zhu serves as a Member, Standing Advisory Group of Nuclear Applications, International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA); Associate Editor, Environmental Pollution; Advisory Editorial Board, Trends in Plant Science; Marschner Reviews Editor, Plant and Soil; Advisor, New Phytologist and Editorial board, Environment International. 
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