
Global Forum of Funders
Introduction and goals of the meeting



Purpose of the Forum

The Forum convenes national research funding agencies, foundations and 
development aid agencies with the purpose of building strategic partnerships to 
increase and accelerate the impact of science and science funding on the 
achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
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Goals of the April 2021 meeting

• Present a framework for global action to support transformative, mission-
oriented research and scholarship on global sustainability;

• Catalyze an exchange of ideas on key substantive and operational aspects of that 
framework;

• Learn from ongoing efforts within the science and science funding communities 
aimed at fostering new forms of multilateral collaboration to support science for 
the SDGs; and

• Explore interest in and concrete ideas on how and with who to move forward –
rapidly – in pursuing action in line with the overall direction and ambition 
suggested by the proposed mission-oriented framework
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The Forum Steering Committee
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Roshni Abedin: UK Research and Innovation
Maggie Gorman Velez: International Development Research Centre, Canada
Heide Hackmann: International Science Council
Aldo Stroebel: National Research Foundation, South Africa
Josh Tewksbury: Future Earth
Maria Uhle: National Science Foundation, Belmont Forum
Albert Van Jaarsveld: International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis
AnnaMaria Oltorp: Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency 

Project Manager: Katsia Paulavets, International Science Council



Expert Committee
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Line Gordon Stockholm Resilience Centre Sweden

Bob Scholes University of the Witwatersrand South Africa

Susanne C. Moser ISC Strategic Advisor on Transformations to 
Sustainability

USA

Roberto A. Sánchez-Rodríguez College of the Northern Border Mexico

Anthony Capon

Peter Messerli

Monash Sustainable Development Institute 

Wyss Academy for Nature

Australia

Switzerland 

Melody Brown Burkins The John Sloan Dickey Center for International 
Understanding

USA
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