
A POLICY FRAMEWORK FOR SCIENCE IN TIMES OF CRISIS

ISC Working Paper: Protecting Science in Times of Crisis. How do we stop being reactive,
and become more proactive?
To better understand the strategic and policy priorities/challenges in science which, if
addressed, would have the biggest impact on improving science’s ability to prevent, prepare for,
respond and rebuild in the face of crisis (policy frameworks & case studies: Brazil, South Africa,
Japan, Iraq, Ukraine, the Balkans)

“Member states should develop policies for the protection and preservation of research 
objects, scientific infrastructure and scientific archives, including in instances of 
conflict.”
UNESCO Recommendation on Science and Scientific Researchers (2017)

“The international science community should start planning how best to prepare the country’s 
research infrastructure for the end of the war. Long-term partnerships that focus on capacity-
building will be crucial, particularly in the areas of management, monitoring and policy. These 
collaborations must try to sustain day-to- day research as much as possible now, so that the 
research community can hit the ground running and be much more effective as soon as the 
conflict ends. ” Nature 614, 593-594 (2023)
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