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Media statement

Pacific Academy of Sciences launch:
Harnessing the Knowledge of the Pacific

== EMBARGOED UNTIL 20:30 UTC 22 October /
09:30 Samoa Standard Time (UTC-11) 23 October =

APIA, SAMOA, 23 October 2024

The Prime Minister of Samoa Hon. Fiame Dr Naomi Mata’afa has officially launched the Pacific Academy of
Sciences and welcomed its Foundation Fellows at an official side event at the Commonwealth Heads of
Government meeting in Samoa.

“Today’s challenges transcend borders,” Prime Minister Mata’afa said. “They require international
collaboration among scientists and experts of all disciplines to curate knowledge and scientific evidence that
can inform public policy and guide our actions. The launch of the Pacific Academy of Sciences marks an
important milestone in establishing a regional collaboration in the pursuit of knowledge for a prosperous and
thriving Pacific Islands region.”

The Pacific Academy of Sciences (the Academy) promotes the study and application of the natural and social
sciences, the humanities, indigenous knowledge, and technology for the benefit of the Pacific Islands region
and beyond.

Twelve eminent Pacific Island scholars have been elected as Foundation Fellows to lead the Academy to
deliver on its purpose. Foundation Fellow and newly appointed Pacific Academy of Sciences President,
Professor Teatulohi Matainaho from Papua New Guinea, highlighted the opportunities that an Academy
would create for young scientists in the region.

“The Pacific Academy of Sciences will support our young people with their career development in the Pacific
for the Pacific by providing mentors and building collegiality with peers regionally and globally,” Professor
Matainaho said. “The Pacific Academy of Sciences offers exciting possibilities to connect scholars from across
the globe who share a common goal, that is: addressing global challenges through evidence-based science
and actionable knowledge.”

The Pacific Academy has been established as a charitable trust to be based in Apia in Samoa. The first meeting
of the Governing Council (Trustees and Foundation Fellows) is set to be held after the launch.

“I offer my warmest congratulations to the newly elected Foundation Fellows who have the important and
historic opportunity to advance the Pacific Academy of Sciences and give voice to science in and from the
Pacific Islands,” Prime Minister Mata’afa said. “Now, more than ever before, the Pacific Islands has a
mechanism to draw on its rich and unique knowledge of our region and its people to positively influence
global decisions.”



The launch of the Pacific Academy of Sciences has been facilitated by the National University of Samoa and
the International Science Council Regional Focal Point for Asia and the Pacific led by the Australian Academy
of Science with the support of the Rovyal Society of New Zealand Te Aparangi and Sasakawa Peace
Foundation.

Media package available at: https://council.science/pacific-academy-launch/ (password: Pacific)

Including:
e Video News Release including sound bites and B-roll
e Foundation Fellows profiles
e Link for photos from the launch

Media contact:
Aleta Johnston | WhatsApp +61 0431514 677 | E aleta.johnston@science.org.au

The International Science Council Regional Focal Point for Asia and the Pacific

The International Science Council Regional Focal Point for Asia and the Pacific (ISC RFP-AP) is hosted by
the Australian Academy of Science. The five-year programme (2023-2028) is working to ensure that
regional needs and priorities are adequately represented in the ISC's global agenda, that regional voices
are actively engaged in the governance and management of the ISC's work, and that the region benefits
from the results of that work.

Royal Society of New Zealand Te Aparangi

The Society is an independent not-for-profit organisation that works to grow pathways of knowledge to
enable science and research to be shared for the benefit of all. The Society has partnered with the
International Science Council Regional Focal Point for Asia and the Pacific to host the Oceania
Programme Manager. This role was created to work with Pacific scholars and leaders to plan, develop,
and grow research programmes focused on Pacific Island priorities.

International Science Council

The International Science Council (ISC) works at the global level to catalyse and convene scientific
expertise, advice, and influence on issues of major concern to both science and society. The ISC has a
growing global membership that brings together more than 250 organizations, including international
scientific unions and associations from the natural and social sciences, and national and regional
scientific organizations such as academies and research councils. It is the largest international non-
governmental science organization of its kind.
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