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OUR REGIONS

council.science ISC

Latin America and 
the Caribbean

Asia and the 
Pacific

Africa

Based at the 
Colombian Academy 
of Exact, Physical and 

Natural Sciences

Based at the Australian 
Academy of Science

Agreement with Future 
Africa to co-design the ISC’s 

presence in Africa.

The ISC has Members and partners 
across the world and is active in all 
regions.

The ISC Regional Offices convene 
the scientific community and act as 
a hub for ISC Members and 
activities in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, Asia and the Pacific 
and Africa.
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ISC Regional 
Focal Point - LAC 
Liaison 
Committee

30 nominees

11 members

10 countries
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REGIONAL SCIENTIFIC PRIORITIES

Our 2022-2024 Regional Action Plan sets out an agenda 
for action across five domains of impact:

1. LAC sciences in the pursue of regional and global 
sustainability

2. Interdisciplinary collaboration in the digital age

3. Science for policy, and science advice

4. Collaboration between academia, public and private 
sectors, and civil society

5. Science education and the establishment of scientific 
and research infrastructure in the lac region
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Dominican Republic, March 2023.





SRI, Panama City, June 2023.



SRI, Panama City, June 2023.



SRI, Panama City, June 2023.



1 ISC RFP-LAC VISION
The RFP-LAC-ISC will act as a reference point for science in Latin America and 
the Caribbean, leading regional initiatives on topics related to sustainable 
development and contributing to decision making at the regional and global 
levels based on pertinent scientific evidence.

2 ISC RFP-LAC MISION

The RFP-LAC-ISC has as its mission to be the consultative body and the 
regional voice of science, promoting research and facilitating collaboration 
among the scientific community in the region and the world. Our objective is 
to support capacity building and to promote inclusion and diversity in science 
and technology throughout the region. We work closely with the civil society, 
governments, international organizations, and the private sector to identify 
regional needs and opportunities in key issues for our countries. We are 
committed to the principles of freedom, responsibility and ethics in science, 
equity and inclusion, interdisciplinarity and regional and global integration.

council.science ISC

https://council.science/


NEW 
GOVERNANCE
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2024
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ISC RFP-LAC ACTIVITIES

2023 - 2024
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COLLABORATIONS
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Engaging Young Academies in the LAC 
region



ACCEFYN - Colombian Young Academy
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YOUNG ACADEMIES AND EMCR

https://council.science/EMCR

ISC invited Young Academies and Associations to 
apply for affiliate membership

- Activities and governance, opportunities for young 
scientists to be represented in international science. 

Early and Mid-Career Researchers (EMCR) Forum 

- Space for exchange, learning and collaboration.

https://council.science/
https://council.science/actionplan/
https://council.science/
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SCIENTIFIC 
EVENTS
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MCAA Latam 
Conference 2023







First Connections to Sustain Science in Latin America 
Symposium - NASEM, 2024.





GEO Mountains, IAI - Inter-American Institute for Global 
Change Research 2024.



ROSTER OF LAC 
EXPERTS
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UNEP LAC Foresight Workshop, Bogota 2023.
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23rd Biannual CAS Conference, Trinidad and Tobago 
2023





Regional thematic meetings (e.g. 
vaccines) of IUPHAR.



WORKING 
GROUPS

council.science ISC

https://council.science/


Capacity 
building on 

Science 
Advice in 

LatAm 



Regional 
Scientific and 

Advisory Group



Mid-term Sendai Framework review report – Press point, 
Uruguay 2023.



Mid-term Review of implementation of the Sendai Framework 
and progress on the implementation of the Regional Action 

Plan, Uruguay 2023.





MEMBERSHIP
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MEMBERSHIP IN LAC REGION

• The Young Academy of Colombia.

• The Young Academy in Mexico.

• The Young Academy of Argentina (initiating process).

• The Academies of Sciences of Peru and Cuba (Young 
academies).

• The Academy of Science of Ecuador (in process).

• The Academy of Sciences of Uruguay (initiating process).

• The Academies of Sciences of Nicaragua and Paraguay.

• Panama (National Academy of Sciences and its Young academy).

• The Latin American Academy of Sciences – ACAL.

• Asociación Latinoamericana de Población - ALAP (in process).

• Medicine and engineering academies in the region are being 
addressed, including Caribbean (Anne’s campaign).
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OUTREACH AND 
ENGAGEMENT 
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OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT

• ISC members;
• International Scientific Unions;
• EMCR organizations;
• Regional scientific associations;
• Young academies
• Thematic networks;
• Caribbean scientists;
• Internationalization departments in 

universities;
• Funding agencies.
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CAPACITY 
BUILDING
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IMPORTANT 
EVENTS DURING 

2024
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Strong avenues for 
cooperation:

- ISC members 
(Academies, IUs) 

- Young scientific 
community

- Diplomats
- Policy makers
- Associations
- Intergovernmental 

organizations 
- Funding agencies
- Universities 



Economic Commission for Latin America and the 
Caribbean and ISC RFP-LAC

1. Productive development policies

2. Four working groups

3. Agenda

- POLICY DESIGN

- CONSULTATION WITH EXPERTS

- STRATEGIC FORESIGHT IN POLICYMAKING







Pilot project (Regular virtual 
meetings between 
parliamentarians and ISC experts 
for the interpretation of scientific 
reports (e.g. AR6 - IPCC)

2024
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Theoretical-practical workshop: “Governmental 
Scientific Advice in Government Decision-
Making”

Audience: National Academies of Science in the 
LAC Region
Modality: virtual
Applications to: ISC Regional Focal Point for Latin 
America and the Caribbean of the International 
Science Council

This workshop, designed for academics, scientists, 
researchers and decision-makers, will address the 
role of science in public policy formulation. With a 
combination of theory and practice, participants 
will work on case studies and simulation exercises 
to acquire concrete tools that allow them to 
integrate science into government decision-
making.

https://council.science/
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ISC RFP-
LAC roles

• Regional roster of experts

• Collaborators 

• Platforms for LAC scientist’s databases – 
Integration and Communication

• Collaboration with Science Funding Agencies 
and Universities

• Investment for Regional Research Centers and 
Regional Research Councils

• Capacity building in Science Advice and Science 
Diplomacy for the region



Liaison Committee Members
ISC Regional Focal Point for Latin America and 

the Caribbean

International Science Council
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Silvina Ponce Dawson
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Graciela Diaz de Delgado
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Elisa Reis
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Carmen Samayoa
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Germán Gutiérrez
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LAC Regional Action Plan
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Ana Rada  (Bolivia)

Co-chair Liaison 
Committee

Luis Sobrevia (Chile)

Co-chair Liaison 
Committee
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ISC Strategic Priorities

• Strategic Priority 1: Nurturing the conditions that allow science to thrive 
and contribute to peaceful and sustainable development.

• Strategic Priority 2: Setting and coordinating science agendas on issues of 
global importance.

• Strategic priority 3: Monitoring and shaping the evolution of science 
systems and the practice of science.

• Strategic Priority 4: Promoting and assisting science diplomacy, particularly 
where it advances the common good and addresses global challenges.

• Strategic Priority 5: Synthesizing and translating scientific knowledge to 
inform decision-making

https://council.science/


Operational Committees
Dr Carolina Santacruz-Perez, 

ISC RFP-LAC Senior Science Officer
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ISC RFP-LAC four subregions

Andean

Caribbean and Small 
Island

Central

Southern Cone

• Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela 

• Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda (although 
it's technically in the North Atlantic), Bonaire, British Virgin Islands, Cayman 
Islands, Cuba, Curacao, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guadeloupe, 
Haiti, Jamaica, Martinique, Montserrat, Puerto Rico, Saba, St. Barts, St. Kitts 
and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Martin, St. Vincent and the Grenadines , Sint Eustatius, 
Sint Maarten, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks and Caicos, US Virgin Islands, 
French Guiana, Guyana, Suriname. 

• Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Mexico Nicaragua, Panama 

• Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay. 

https://council.science/
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ISC RFP-LAC roles

Represent the regional science 
community

Advocating for science

Building capacity

Coordinating scientific inputs

Strategic alliances

https://council.science/
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ISC RFP-LAC strategy

Designed to promote collaboration 
between regional scientific 

organizations that allows progress 
towards global scientific agendas, 

provides solutions to specific problems 
of the region and contributes to 

increasing the productivity and growth 
of the countries of the region. 

Operates under a strategic plan aligned 
with the Global Action Plan of the ISC. 

Seeks to ensure that the scientific 
opportunities and priorities of the 

region are adequately represented in 
the global agenda of activities of the 
ISC and in the international scientific 

dialogue. 

Works to strengthen the voice of the 
LAC scientific community and supports 
specific actions to strengthen regional 

scientific systems. 

Advocates the use of multidisciplinary 
scientific evidence in decision-making 

in all areas of knowledge. 

Works with regional collaborators to 
identify scientific priorities for the 

region in order to develop appropriate 
capacity building programs to fill the 
gaps and strengthen the potential of 
the regional scientific community.

Establishes links between sectors 
interested in carrying out collaborative 

work with the regional and global 
scientific community, both private, 

public, academic, social and 
productive at a regional and global 

level. 

Develop regional scientific advice 
mechanisms and supports their 

application at regional and 
international levels.
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Fundraising & 
Membership Communication 

Regional Science
Policy Unit & 

FRS

Science
Diplomacy for
LAC Missions

Capacity 
Building & 

Events

ISC RFP-LAC Operational Committees
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ISC RFP-LAC ADVISORY COUNCIL
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Ana Rada  (Bolivia)

Co-chair Advisory 
Council

Luis Sobrevia (Chile)

Co-chair Advisory 
Council

Silvina Ponce  
(Argentina)

Elisa Reis 
(Brazil)

Dora Luz Florez  
(Mexico)

Carmen 
Samayoa  

(Guatemala)
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ISC RFP-LAC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
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Carolina Santacruz-
Perez  (Colombia)

Luisa Echeverria-King 
(Colombia)

Graciela Diaz de 
Delgado

(Venezuela)

Germán Gutiérrez 
(Colombia)

Daniel Peluffo  
(Uruguay)

https://council.science/


Operational Committees

1 DESCRIPTION
To secure financial resources and expanding the 
organization's network of members. It develops and 
implements fundraising strategies, engages with 
potential donors and sponsors, and fosters 
partnerships to support the organization's initiatives. 
Additionally, the committee oversees membership 
growth and retention, ensuring diverse representation 
and meaningful engagement from individuals and 
institutions worldwide. 

council.science ISC

Fundraising & 
Membership

Carolina Santacruz-
Perez  (Colombia)
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Operational Committees
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Luisa Echeverria-King 
(Colombia)

Communication 

2 DESCRIPTION
Is responsible for promoting the organization's mission, 
activities, and impact through strategic messaging and 
outreach. It develops communication plans, manages 
digital and traditional media channels, and creates 
engaging content to inform and inspire diverse 
audiences. The committee also facilitates internal and 
external communication, ensuring transparency and 
effective collaboration among members, stakeholders, 
and the public. By amplifying the organization’s voice, 
the committee enhances its visibility, influence, and role 
in advancing global scientific dialogue and action.
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Operational Committees
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Graciela Diaz de 
Delgado

(Venezuela)

Regional Science
Policy Unit & 

FRS

3 DESCRIPTION
Focuses on strengthening regional science policy 
frameworks and advocating for the ethical and responsible 
conduct of science. It promotes science as a public good, 
aligned with regional priorities and global challenges. The 
committee safeguards the principles of scientific freedom, 
ensuring the rights of scientists to conduct research and 
communicate findings, while emphasizing their 
responsibility to society, equity, and sustainability. By 
fostering collaboration between policymakers, scientists, 
and stakeholders, the committee advances evidence-
based decision-making and the equitable application of 
science for regional development.
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Operational Committees
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Germán Gutiérrez 
(Colombia)

Science
Diplomacy for
LAC Missions

4 DESCRIPTION
Focuses on advancing collaborative scientific missions 
that address critical challenges in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (LAC). It supports initiatives in areas such as 
climate resilience, sustainable development, biodiversity 
conservation, and food and water security. By fostering 
regional partnerships and leveraging international 
expertise, the committee strengthens the capacity of 
LAC scientists and institutions to deliver impactful 
solutions. Its work emphasizes using science to drive 
innovation, empower communities, and create a more 
sustainable and equitable future for the region.
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Operational Committees
1 DESCRIPTION

Dedicated to strengthening skills, knowledge, and 
networks within the scientific community across Latin 
America and the Caribbean. It designs and delivers 
training programs, workshops, and mentorship initiatives 
to empower researchers and institutions. The committee 
also organizes impactful events, such as conferences, 
forums, and dialogues, to foster collaboration, share best 
practices, and advance regional scientific priorities. By 
nurturing talent and creating opportunities for exchange, 
the committee contributes to building a vibrant and 
resilient science ecosystem in the region.
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Daniel Peluffo  
(Uruguay)

Capacity 
Building & 

Events
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Discussion at working tables
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German Gutierrez  
(Colombia)

DOMAIN 1

Dora Luz Florez 
(Mexico)

DOMAIN 2

Luisa Echeverria-
King (Colombia)

DOMAIN 3

Daniel Peluffo 
(Uruguay)

DOMAIN 4
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Final Remarks
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Helena Groot 
(Colombia)

ISC RFP-LAC Director
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Thank you!
Contact us at 

carolina.santacruz@council.science

company/international-science-council

InternationalScience

@ISC

https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-science-council/
https://www.facebook.com/InternationalScience/
https://twitter.com/ISC
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